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When it comes to new construction and major renovation across the university 

campus, there is often an emphasis on spaces meant for recruiting and retaining 

the best students and faculty. Such as student centers, athletics and rec centers, 

state of the art STEM facilities. and other buildings meant to impress prospective 

students and provide a great student experience. 

At the same time, many campuses face budget challenges where a �arge amount 

of the campus buildings were constructed during the 1970s building boom. 

Campuses are trying to find ways to ba�ance the need of new facilities and decide 

what buildings have potential for new uses, while also improving space utilization.

As universities pursue innovative ways to teach 

and learn, facility design trends are changing 

to create new learning environments. Rapidly 

changing technology, combined with evolving 

preferences for quiet study and col�aborative 

meeting spaces, have created demand for flexible 

spaces that can adapt to a variety of needs.

CURRENT STATE



Redesigning the university is one of the most difficult and complex 
challenges as it is like an overhaul to an entire city. With that in mind, there 
are many tangible ways storage can help accommodate what’s happening 
on campus and allow for spaces to help achieve your university’s mission 
through the facilities. 

Much of the value of attending an institution is the informal time spent with 
faculty and other students and can easily be destroyed with an improper 
redesign. In this brochure we will take a look at various approaches to how 
evolving space for the right now and the future can redesign campus-life.



Student centers: they’re often a major focus of campus tours, and 

they’re the p�aces where students can go to study, socialize, meet, and 

get the resources they need. According to an EAB Facilities Forum 

study, campus environment is the number one reason students 

choose one institution over another, so it makes sense that more 

universities are investing in new services and amenities for these 

prominent campus hubs.

So how can you design a space that’s innovative and reflective of your 

university’s mission, but also functional and adaptable enough to 

stand up to the rapid pace of change in higher education? 

STUDENT CENTERS: Design

REDEFINE SPACES

Lecture halls, libraries, cafeterias and other 

�arge areas that were once defined for a 

specific purpose could evolve to ‘study halls 

of the future’ or mobile c�assrooms where 

synchronous or asynchronous learning can 

take p�ace in a safe setting. 

With less students in the c�ass to allow safe 

social distancing, looking at spaces across 

campus for different uses will be pertinent.

Whether they’re for student organization meetings, 

group projects, or campus events, meeting rooms 

are often in high demand. But it can be challenging 

to predict what room sizes will be most requested 

and no one wants to waste the square footage for a 

huge presentation room that will sit empty most of 

the day.

Moveable walls allow students, faculty, and staff 

to quickly divide up a �arge room space in just 

minutes. This is made possible by walls mounted 

onto a floor rail system. Host a �arge group 

presentation in an open room, then easily slide out 

the walls for breakout sessions. The room can be 

set up as multiple small study spaces during the 

day and then all the walls can be slid to one side 

for an event in the evening. Practically speaking, 

this kind of flexibility allows you to utilize one 

space in a multitude of ways to improve space 

utilization. But it also creates a fun and engaging 

col�aboration environment for students and faculty.

Create Custom-Sized 
Meeting Spaces On-The-Fly

Movable walls can be 

equipped with almost 

anything you can think 

of – screens, whiteboards, 

storage, seating – to offer 

the amenities students 

want and need.



Libraries are a highly valued part of campus and 
actually are expanding to provide more resources 
to students. This still takes the form of books and 
research materials, but also meeting and group 
project space, quiet study areas, cafes, makerspaces, 
software access, and much more. 

ACADEMIC 
LIBRARIES: 
Design

Design for the Space:

Brighten up the area with translucent resin 

end panels

Lighting integrated into custom g�ass 

end panels can brighten up dark, historic 

buildings. In addition to using it within the 

shelves themselves, to bring the source of 

light closer to the spines of the books

Convert browsing shelves to flex shelving 

by adding casters. Shelving with casters are 

easy to move for when space is needed

Convert traditional static shelving to 

mobile shelving for collections that are 

not accessed frequently

Moderate updates to the library and making 

the best of both worlds of keeping the 

collections onsite without sacrificing amenities

TRADITIONAL 
LIBRARY

If shelving remains the focus throughout the 

library to hold collections, it can be designed to 

complement the overall design of the space.

Significant changes that may involve a drastic reduction in the 

physical collections. In this case there is a lot more space to design 

unique learning environments and most likely off-site storage.

CONTEMPORARY LIBRARY

Design for the Space:

An off-site storage facility helps keep all the books in 

their collection but consolidates them off-site to free up 

space within the library for new technology, study space, 

makerspaces, and more.

Exchange of goods lockers and personal storage lockers. 

Make it simple for students to reserve and borrow library 

materials online and pick them up when it is convenient 

for them. And provide lockers for students to stow their 

belongings while they run to grab a coffee

Makerspaces are now an integral part of the library. Some 

design considerations include tool and supply storage for 

easy access and conveniently located lockers provide storage 

for make projects.



At its best, campus athletic equipment rooms serve dual purposes, function 
and style. With expensive equipment, it is important to keep it secured and 
protected. Gear needs to be organized while lending itself to showcasing 
team pride, morale, and recruitment.

ATHLETICS: Design
Custom-designed end-panel graphics of well-

organized athletic equipment and workstations 

for repairing and prepping equipment can aid in 

recruitment and reinforce team pride. 

Style meets function. 
Proof that storage 
can be a design 
centerpiece.

Reinforcing 
team pride.

From custom-branded end panel graphics and handles to window disp�ays 

on the mobile systems, reimagine the role of storage in the athletic facility.



If looking at redefining spaces as 

they were once used, architectural 

walls could provide a solution for 

dividing up spaces to create mobile 

c�assrooms or other study areas, 

especially with less dense c�assrooms. 

Architectural walls strike the perfect 

ba�ance between design and function 

and support shifting the size and 

�ayout of your spaces. These walls are 

pre-assembled and designed for this 

type of reconfiguration.

ARCHITECTURAL 
WALLS

DOOR OPTIONS

Sliding door and telescoping doors. Sliding doors 

require less ingress/ egress, which allows increased 

space for traffic flow or for extending open p�an areas 

to support 6’ social distancing recommendations. It 

is also easy with demountable walls to add a second 

sliding door on an opposite side of the room to 

provide specific entrance/exit paths.

AIR CIRCULATION

Enclosed spaces or areas with poor venti�ation can 

act as a breeding ground for viruses. People in close 

proximity for any length of time are at greater risk of 

being exposed to the virus through people’s breathing, 

talking, coughing and sneezing. 1  Another idea that can 

improve air circu�ation is changing a full-height panel 

to a panel with open clerestory at the top.

SPACE DIVISION

Individual panels can be installed to act as barriers 

within open shared spaces such as cafeterias, 

libraries, media centers, teacher lounges, and break 

rooms. Full-height or cornice-height walls can also 

be erected to create “pop up” c�assrooms, meeting 

space or offices around the building.

Benefits of Architectural 
Walls solution:

https://ohsonline.com/articles/2020/05/18/a-covid-analysis-
goes-viral-how-the-virus-spreads-indoors-outdoors-and-in-
other-spaces.aspx
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CLASSROOM 
EXPERIENCE: 
Design



Universities may have a museum, smaller departmental museums, 
archives or special collections on campus and for that reason 
organization and preservation of collections is needed.

Collection storage can range from mobile shelving to keep the growing 
collections onsite while opening space for more storage or other needs. 
To museum cabinets for the ultimate preservation. To visible storage 
solutions to see collections even when they are not on disp�ay.

MUSEUM & 
ARCHIVES: 
Design

ART RACKS MUSEUM CARTS

MUSEUM CABINETS



Universities are also looking at how they can minimize 

unnecessary contact and streamlining experiences both 

short-term and long-term for staff and students.

Here are a few applications of smart lockers across 

campus that can help minimize the touch of surfaces and 

streamline the exchange of goods.

CONTACTLESS 
EXCHANGE OF GOODS: 
Design

PACKAGE AND MAIL DELIVERY            
SMART LOCKERS

While this is not a new concept and is already widely adopted 

throughout many universities, smart lockers for package 

delivery can not only save a significant amount of time but 

also provide the convenience to students to retrieve their 

packages when convenient for them. 

Recently, a university that had approximately 2,500 students on 

campus managed to streamline the package pickup process to 

less than 45 seconds, where previously, there were lines of 30-40 

students deep during peak hours. 

With the use of smart lockers, the system accommodates 200-

250 packages per day with multiple access points. Up to three 

students can simultaneously pick up from the lockers, and at  

the very same time, the mailroom staff can keep delivering.



LIBRARY EXCHANGE                 
OF GOODS

To assist in minimizing the need for 

unnecessary contact, smart lockers can 

provide a streamlined experience for 

students to pick up library books and other 

borrowed materials for their studies without 

even entering the building. And to create 

a touchless experience, these lockers can 

integrate seamlessly with student IDs.

Smart lockers  and the contactless exchange 
of goods  doesn’t stop there…

Other considerations include:

When a student orders materials, the library 

staff can retrieve the materials requested 

and create a ‘package’ in the smart locker 

software system. The library staff can then 

approach the barcode reader on the smart 

lockers and the door will pop-open allowing 

them to deposit the requested materials. 

The student will automatically receive an 

email or text notification, notifying them that 

their materials are ready for pick-up. When 

convenient for the student, the student can 

approach the smart lockers, present their 

University ID, or mobile credential in their 

Apple Wallet and the locker door will pop 

open with their requested materials inside 

the locker.

IT ASSET CONTACTLESS                
EXCHANGE OF GOODS

Some universities are implementing a technology 

genius bar to help students repair their tech or 

allow for borrowing/renting equipment. Again, 

smart lockers are a great way for minimizing the 

contact and allow students to continue to be 

productive while their equipment is in repair.

BOOKSTORE CONTACTLESS         
EXCHANGE OF GOODS

Just like retailers today, why not consider a simi�ar 

experience at the university bookstore? A student 

can order apparel and other university items from 

the university’s online store and the clerk can put 

that order in the smart locker for the student to 

pickup at their convenience using their university 

ID as the key to open the locker.

No code to remember, no surfaces to touch, just 

hold up the ID or smartphone to the reader and 

the locker door will open.

OR ALL IN ONE…

In some scenarios it might make sense to combine 

the use of lockers for IT, Library and even day-use 

lockers. The flexibility of smart lockers is almost 

endless. Creating the most optimal experience 

for the students, while getting them the materials 

and equipment they need quickly and efficiently 

can help improve student-life on campus during  

these times.



Create a Streamlined
& Easy Student 
User-Experience

As more universities transition to creating the 

connected campus with moving from a physical 

university ID to a mobile ID in the Apple Wallet — the 

convenience of smart lockers gets even better.

While smart lockers will always work with a physical 

RFID university ID card or even a 4-digit PIN, a 

mobile credential adds a cool factor for students to 

use or rent a smart locker right from their phone. 

Typical lockers with locks mounted on the door 

require the employee to self-assign the locker by 

touching and typing in a 4-digit PIN code and/or 

twisting a knob. This further increases the number  

of touches on materials.

Administratively, with a        

click of a button, open all or 

some locker doors for mass        

locker cleaning.

Administratively, run   

occupancy and audit tracking 

reports to know who accessed 

what locker and when. 

Networked Locks 
by Design

One thing remains constant across the university campus — students are in 

a constant movement and they are more times than not carrying around 

belongings that they do need with them in that given moment. 

One solution that puts students a the center is for university campuses to 

create a network of smart lockers across campus. Explore with us how smart 

lockers are the perfect solution for colleges across the country.

CONSIDERATIONS OF 
SMART NETWORKED 
LOCKERS

Students, faculty, alumni and visitors can pull a 

locker on the fly

Use university IDs, mobile credential  

university IDs, or phone app to access and 

unlock lockers

With no locks mounted to the door, it is a 

nearly touchless operation

Smart lockers provide occupancy reporting  

and audit tracking

Lockers can be set to be a free amenity or 

charge a rental fee (daily, semester, school year, 

you name it) for locker usage

Lockers can be designed to be single-tier (full-height lockers), 

two-tier lockers (still an appropriate height for hanging clothing 

or coat) or three-, four-, or even five-tier lockers depending on 

the need or application.

Strategically p�ace locker banks across the campus. And when a student, faculty member or visitor needs to use 

one — the university can configure the locker to charge per usage or make it a free amenity. The university has 

complete control over how lockers can be used and for how long. 

And with the clean design of smart lockers, the university has a b�ank canvas to design the lockers to blend into 

the space, make statement with school colors or even a vinyl overly graphic to promote school spirit.

Look at lockers a whole new way across campus

A Space to Call Your Own
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