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Building the Perfect Design Library:

How HGA Maximized Space in a
Historic DC Landmark

CASE STUDY Serving Design and Storage Needs Since 1973



Project Overview

HGA relocated their Washington, D.C. office to the
historic Woodies Building downtown. A key component

of the move was designing an efficient finishes library

for their design team. The library needed to store
material samples and provide workspace for designers
to review and select materials for their projects.

Design Brief: Crafting the
Ideal Materials Hub —

The finishes library required three main elements:

O Storage space for manufacturer samples and

binders that could expand over time

® Counter space for reviewing materials

e Accessible vertical storage to maximize the

available footprint
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Bringing HGA's Mission to Life

We are a national interdisciplinary design firm rooted in
architecture and engineering. We believe that the best design
results from deep insight into the people and passions that
animate each unique environment. Over 1,000 people in offices
from coast to coast work to make a positive, lasting impact for
clients in healthcare, arts and culture, community, corporate,
education, government, and energy markets.

Their new finishes library reflects HGA's mission—designed for

function, collaboration, and innovation. With smart storage,
adaptable workspaces, and room to grow, the space enhances
creativity and efficiency, allowing designers to focus on crafting

impactful environments.




BLUEPRINT FOR SUCCESS:

The Storage Strategy

Bifile System

The main storage solution was a bifile
system for storing manufacturer
binders and fabric samples. This
system includes a rolling ladder for
accessing upper shelves, making

full use of the vertical space while
keeping all materials within reach.

Drawers

We installed counter-height drawer

units specifically for heavy materials like
glass, stone, and metal samples. These
industrial-grade drawers keep dense
materials organized and easily accessible
without creating clutter.

Counter Units with
4-Post Shelving

Custom counter-height units serve two
purposes: the solid surface tops provide
workspace for reviewing materials, while
the shelving underneath stores project
samples. Some sections include vertical
storage for larger items such as carpet tiles.

Visit spacesaverinteriors.com or email us at marketing@spacesaverinteriors.com
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Space in Action: Performance & Impact

The new library design has improved HGA's workflow in several ways:

Designers can quickly find and access materials

The bifile system allows for expansion as the sample library grows

The combination of vertical storage and counter-height units maximizes the available space
Dedicated workspaces support efficient material selection and review

ASK ABOUT OUR FREE SPACE
ASSESSMENT FOR YOUR SPACE
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