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FOLGER SHAKESPEARE LIBRARY:
HOW TO SUPPORT GROWTH EFFICIENTLY
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In Act IV, Scene | of Shakespeare’s The Tempest, you'll
hear the line, “We are such stuff as dreams are made
on.” At Spacesaver, we take this quote to heart in every
project we facilitate and design our solutions to serve

as the foundation for all our customers' needs. What
better location to prove this statement than the newly
renovated Folger Shakespeare Library? Located on
Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C., the Folger Shakespeare
Library is an independent research library that holds the
world's largest collection of the printed works of William
Shakespeare and is a primary repository for rare materials
from the early modern period in Britain and Europe.

Despite not producing a new piece in the past 400 years,
Shakespeare’s body of work continues to grow through
generous donors and collectors. Approaching the limit
of the historic building’s storage capacity and without
the ability to expand its footprint due to restrictions, the
Library needed a strategic partner to help renovate its
current space and grow in a safe and efficient manner for
decades to come.

A Partner! A Partner!
My Kingdom for A Partner!

The goal of the renovation was to transform Folger into

a more accessible space for the public to experience
performances and learn about its collections through
exhibitions, research, and programs. Having worked

with their local Spacesaver representative for a handful
of projects in the past, administrators at Folger were
confident they could put their trust in these dedicated
experts to support its collections. Knowing this, our team
began devising a strategic plan to address this objective
within the bounds of local regulations and codes.
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Digging Deep
for Efficient
Space Design

One of the codes that needed addressing,
centered around the addition of sprinklers.
Needing to configure a wide array of
shelving systems already in place, this is
where the versatility of our solutions and
experience of our local representatives
took center stage. Instead of removing all
the shelving and installing entirely new
systems that would account for 18" of
clearance required between the shelving
and sprinkler units, our expert worked with
their local team of certified installers to
adjust the shelving height to support this
addition and meet fire codes.

Folger prides itself on keeping its
collections on-site, as it allows immediate
access for researchers, staff, and other
visitors looking to enjoy its valuable
collections. Through working with

their local Spacesaver representative

to continue to support growth for

years to come, Folger administrators
determined that only the lower floors
could accommodate the load required
for maximizing capacity with Spacesaver's
High-Density Mobile Storage systems.

Cantilever-Shelving
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THE SOLUTION

Wherefore Art My Artifacts?

Going into the project, we understood the client had a long
list of items within their collection in need of storage. This
included: 260,000 printed books (the source of much of the
continuing growth) comprised of seven different sizes, which
would be sorted by size to optimize space; 60,000 manuscripts;
90,000 prints, drawings, photographs, and paintings; 250,000
playbills, recordings, films, and stage costumes.

When choosing a storage solution to fit each of these unique
items, the key was to identify what could fit on their existing
shelving and work backward from there to accommodate

the remaining pieces and capacity for more than 20 years of
growth from gifts and acquisitions. Our rep consulted regularly
with the librarians working on the project, allowing them to
attain the exact requirements that would fit their day-to-day
use cases.

4-Post Shelving Mounted On HDMS

“All the world's a stage, and all the men and women merely
players. They have their exits and their entrances; And one
man in his time plays many parts.”

- William Shakespeare



Storage Solutions For
A Vision of the Future

"We know what we are, but not what we may be.”
This quote from Hamlet accurately summarizes
a viewpoint of many organizations facing
challenges with indeterminate growth. They
know the issue at hand and how implementing
a target solution can solve that but are unsure
about what challenges may come.

The Folger Shakespeare Library is no exception
to this experience. Understanding their current
storage challenges and targeting creating
capacity for another 20 years of growth within
the space, they brought in our local storage
experts early in the renovation process. For
the last 10 years, our experts worked on and
off with the Library when they received new
information/advancements in the planning
process — helping them understand what could
be done at each checkpoint so they would be
prepared to act when the time was right.

Because of this frequent interaction, our
representatives were able to establish a clear
understanding of changing needs as they
occurred, helping to design and deliver the
best solutions to fill these demands. This care
for the library staff’s understanding of the
process and demonstration of exactly what our
solutions would provide, were key contributors
to building trust that we could deliver exactly
what they wanted.




A Contractual Obligation
to Effective Storage
Solutions

To help secure the best pricing for the solutions

that were required to fit the Library’s needs, our
representative utilized Spacesaver’s Sourcewell
contract. Sourcewell — a self-supported government
organization — conducts competitive solicitations,
awarding the most responsive and responsible
vendors at the manufacturer level. Members can
purchase off the contract through their local dealers,
streamlining the procurement process.

Included in the solutions provided to the Library are a
mix of static and mobile storage, including Lateral Art
Racks, High-Density Mobile Shelving, 4-Post Shelving,
and Cantilever Shelving. Unique engineered-to-order
solutions were also incorporated within the project

to account for the delicate nature of the pieces. This
was in effort to preserve the life of the items and
ensure they would stay safe in their new homes, while
being accessible for research purposes. To further
support these efforts, systems are designed for
optimal airflow, helping to further preservation and
uphold local building codes and adhere to insurance
requirements.




THE RESULT
Providing Exceptional Service and Solutions

One shining example of this in the Folger Shakespeare Library project is in the way our solutions were delivered to the space they occupy. While there

was an elevator available, it was too small to support the larger system pieces. As such, a great deal of the shelving had to be carried down the stairs by
installers piece by piece.

In Hamlet, Shakespeare shares the line, “This above all: to thine own self be true.” Spacesaver and its dedicated staff and partners have embodied this

principle for more than 50 years. Our fully integrated staff offers a one-stop-shop for our customers, allowing them to receive the solutions they need to
properly store and preserve their items for years to come.

Included in the solutions provided to the Library
are a mix of static and mobile storage.
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Making Your Vision A Reality

Spacesaver's robust engineering teams and custom manufacturing capabilities can
help bring your design team's vision to reality. Contact us to learn more about how
our in-house teams partner with your nearby Spacesaver consultant to optimize
space while also protecting collections for generations to come.

800.492.3434 | spacesaver.com
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